#                     A STUDY OF -MUSLIM INSCRIPTIONS

Already pointed cut, are outside the sphere of my study. My
sole intention in ibis book is, therefore, to place before all
ccacensed the viewpoint of historiographers not conversant
with these languages; and if I have correctly and properly
placed this viewpoint without any bias and with some degree
of darky and precision, I shall have rendered some service to
the cause of our national history by indicating some salient
points which may help the final shaping of the process, neces-
sary for the presentation and use of historical material.

The next siage of historical research on which attention of
scholars will be mainly concentrated is that of the application
and interpretation of evidence. Whether Indian history has
attained this stage or not is still a matter of dispute among
scholars of the scientific bent of mind. Many of these scholars
still hold that this stage has not been reached because even a
broader sketch of our national history is yet incomplete and
imperfect. It is hoped, however, that with the present^wide
awakening in this country with regard to the reconstruction of
our national history, this stage will soon be reached and a tech-
nique for the application and interpretation of evidence will
be devised. Once this is accomplished, the reconstruction of
a true and reliable national history will not be a very distant
objedve.